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BlueScope’s Port Kembla Steelworks is the first 

site in Asia Pacific to receive ResponsibleSteel™ 

certification 

 

BlueScope today announced that the Port Kembla Steelworks (PKSW) in the Illawarra, New South Wales, Australia 

has been awarded ResponsibleSteel™ site certification, the first certified site in the Asia Pacific region. BlueScope 

is only the fourth steelmaker in the world to receive the certification, placing it in elite company with global steel 

sustainability leaders Aperam, ArcelorMittal and voestalpine, who recently achieved certification for some of their 

sites. 

ResponsibleSteel™ is the global steel industry's first sustainability standard and certification program. It has been 

designed by business, civil society, suppliers and steel product consumers so they can be confident that the steel 

they use has been produced and sourced responsibly. 

PKSW was awarded certification following a two-phase, rigorous independent audit assessing BlueScope’s 

performance against the 12 principles of the standard. This standard covers a range of environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) criteria, including:     

• Occupational health and safety 

• Environmental aspects – air emissions, noise, water stewardship, waste and biodiversity 

• Human rights and labour rights 

• Climate change and greenhouse gas emissions 

• Stakeholder engagement, local communities, and communications 

The certification covers all BlueScope’s operations across its 750 hectare PKSW site. It is the largest 

manufacturing site in Australia, and includes the Springhill plant which makes BlueScope’s iconic coated and 

painted products such as COLORBOND® and ZINCALUME® steel, the Welded Products site at Unanderra which 

makes beams and structural steel products and the CRM site which includes our logistics and supply chain 

operations. 

Commenting on the site certification, BlueScope’s Managing Director & CEO Mark Vassella said, “BlueScope is 

proud to be a founding member of ResponsibleSteel™, and even more proud today, to achieve site certification. 

This award reflects the quality of our operations and how positively we seek to engage with our stakeholders, in 

particular our customers, suppliers, employees and our communities. 

John Nowlan, Chief Executive, Australian Steel Products congratulated the PKSW team for achieving the 

certification. “ResponsibleSteel™ site certification provides our customers with the confidence that BlueScope’s 

Port Kembla Steelworks meets the highest ESG performance standards.  

“Pleasingly, the audit highlighted four principles where we perform exceptionally well: Occupational Health & 

Safety, Stakeholder Engagement, Local Communities and Communications and Corporate Leadership. 
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“Around 70 employees were involved in the audit as subject matter experts covering the 12 principles. 

Approximately 280 documents were provided as evidence to support our claims and dozens of external third-party 

stakeholders and employees were independently interviewed to verify our performance.  

“ResponsibleSteel™ site certification reinforces our longstanding commitment to sustainability and will continue to 

support our purpose of strengthening our communities,” said Mr Nowlan. 

Alison Lucas, Acting CEO ResponsibleSteel™ said:  

“Having the first ResponsibleSteel™ certified site in Australia is critically important. Australia's steel industry 

generates $29 billion in annual revenue and employs over 110,000 Australians.  Australia is also one of the most 
critical biospheres on earth.  

“Having a steelmaking site assessed against the very exacting criteria within the ResponsibleSteel™ Standard 

highlights the importance of a steel sector not only focused on decarbonisation but also on respecting human 
rights, worker rights and local communities, ensuring that health and safety remains of paramount importance and 
focuses on the whole ESG spectrum.  

We applaud BlueScope on this momentous achievement and look forward to working with them closely on the next 
stage of their journey - certified Steel, which will further reassure business and consumers that the steel they use 
has been not only produced responsibly but also sourced responsibly at every stage of its journey.” 

BlueScope’s commitment will send a clear and strong message to markets, investors, financiers and governments 
that the steel industry’s intent to not only decarbonize steel production, but also to ensure responsible ESG 
practices in steelmaking, has well and truly begun.” 

About ResponsibleSteel™ 

ResponsibleSteel™ is an international, non-profit multi-stakeholder membership organisation. Businesses from 

every part of the steel supply chain, civil society groups, associations, and other organisations with an interest in a 

sustainable steel industry from anywhere in the world are welcome to join. To view the 

ResponsibleSteel™membership list visit https://www.responsiblesteel.org/about/members-and-associates/ 

ResponsibleSteel’s vision is that steel’s contribution to a sustainable society is maximised. Its mission is to 

enhance the responsible sourcing, production, use and recycling of steel by:  

• Providing a multi-stakeholder forum to build trust and achieve consensus; 

• Developing standards, certification and related tools; 

• Driving positive change through the recognition and use of responsible steel. 

The ResponsibleSteel™ Standard is designed to support the responsible production of steel, as a tool for the 

achievement of Responsible Steel’s vision.  
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